Name____________________________

Date_____________________________

Facts vs. Opinions

Homework

Directions: Read the following paragraph. Then respond to the questions below.


Eating meat is a bad idea. It would be much better for humans and for the environment if everyone became vegetarian. In the first place, eating meat is cruel. Animals who can feel pain and sadness are subjected to both for our personal pleasure. Secondly, meat is not particularly good for you. It is full of saturated fats, which are scientifically proven to lead to heart disease. Finally, meat eating wastes resources. A recent study demonstrated that, if everyone in the world simply became a vegetarian, worldwide food shortages would be much rarer.  There are, therefore, a number of reasons why eating meat is a bad idea. It is cruel, unhealthy, and extravagant.
Your turn:

Copy down one fact from the paragraph above: “_______________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________”

Explain why your choice is a fact and not an opinion: ___________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Copy down one opinion from the paragraph above: “____________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________”
Explain why your choice is an opinion and not a fact: ___________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Name____________________________

Date_____________________________

Practice with Facts and Opinions
Class Work

Key Points: 

If a statement can be ______________ to be true, that statement might can be a ______________.


If a statement is a personal belief, or could not be _________________, that statement is an _________________.


Certain words show that a statement might be an opinion: ___________________ ________________________________________________________________________

Look for the signal words:
I think our school should serve much better lunches! If the lunches just tasted better, it seems to me that the students would actually eat their lunches instead of just throwing them away. A scientific study has also shown that students learn more when they are not hungry. Finally, the best way to get students to come to school would be to offer them something good to eat. For these reasons, I believe that school lunch should be improved.
Write down one fact from the article: “________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________”
Explain why your choice is a fact and not an opinion: __________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Copy down one opinion from the paragraph above: “____________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________”
Explain why your choice is an opinion and not a fact: __________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Our school day should definitely be longer. Students never have enough time to learn everything they need in a full school day. Our school day is currently 6 hours long. If you sleep for eight hours every night, that leaves a whole ten hours to stay awake in the day. Students never have enough to do to fill up all that time. Also, a recent scientific study shows that students who spend an extra hour in class every day end up reading at a much higher level at the end of the day. For all these reasons, I want to argue that we must lengthen our school day. 
Write down one fact from the article: “________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________”
Explain why your choice is a fact and not an opinion: __________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Copy down one opinion from the paragraph above: “____________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________”
Explain why your choice is an opinion and not a fact: __________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

